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DISCOURSE 


HUMANE SOCIETY 


OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH or MASSACHUSETTS, | 


AT THEIR SEMIANNUAL MEETING, 


june 14th, 1796. 


By CHANDLER ROBBINS, DD. 


MINISTER OF THE FIRST CHURCH IN PLYMOUTH: 


“This my Son was dead, and is alive again.” Luke, xv. 24. 


5.0.8 2 FR 
Prien ax THOMAS FLEET, gun. at cue piace €F wRAaRt CORNHILL 
MDCCXCY!. 


A. TF a femi-annual meeting of the Humane Bay, 
of the CoMMONWEALTH OF Massacuusetts, on the iia 
Tue/day in Fune, 1796. 

VOTED, That the jirft Vict-PRreEsIDENT, Honourable 
Fudge Paine, Reverend Prefident Wittarp, Tuomas 
Davis, E/q; and Aaron Dexter, M.D. be a Committee 
to wait on the Reverend Dr. Rossins, and return him the 
thanks of this Society for his ingenious and pathetic difcourfe 
this day delivered at their requeft, and folicit a copy of the 


fame for the prefs. 
5 ae A irue Copy of Record, 


Aiteft. 
JOHN AVERY, Recording Secretary. 


To txt VICE-PRESIDENTS, TRUSTEES, ann MEMBERS 


OF THE HUMANE SOCIETY 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH. OF MASSACHUSETTS, 


THIS DISCOURSE 
{3 RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, 


BY THEIR BROTHER, 


THE AUTHOR, 
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DISCOURSE, &, 


es 


W truour any Claim to medical knowledge—og 
offering an apology for fecming to intrude upon the province. - 
of the Phyfician ; I fhall, at the call of the HuMANE SOCIETY, 
fubmit to this refpectable audience, a few obfervations, 
which the occafion has fuggefted : Encouraged at the fame 
time, by this confoling reflection, that the friends of human- 
ity are never ftrangers to candor., 


From the nature and defign of this Inftitution, as well as 
from an article in the regulations of the fociety, it might 
be expected, and there would feem, indeed, to be a pro- 
priety, on the prefent occafion, that the fpeaker fhould 

felect, 


eo 


felect, for his theme, fome fubject, connected with, what is 
termed, philofophical anatomy—which would lead him to 
confider the wonderful conftruction of the human frame— 
to trace the admirable wifdom and power of the great Crea- 
tor, in the curious formation of its various parts—in the 
wife adjuftment of the organs effential to life—and in the 
whole contexture of the animal fyftem; thereby leading | 
our minds from nature, up to nature’s Gop ; and exciting us, 
with pious admiration and reverence, to acknowledge with 
the Pfalmift, that, truly “we are fearfully and wonderfully 
made.” 


Turs branch, however, feems more immediately to be. 
long to our brethren, the friends of philofophy and the 
medical art. They have, accordingly, on thefe anniverfaries, 
gratified the public, by difplaying no lefs philanthropy than 
ingenuity, in their effays on this fubject. 


To our profeffion it belongs, in harmonious concurrencé 
with them, yet in another way, to promote the fame gene- 


ral defign, by pointing out the duties, and urging the obli. 
gations of religion and morality ; and by exciting our fel- 
low men, to all thofe acts of benevolence and humanity, 
which have for their object, the alleviation of the miferies— 
the prefervation of the lives—-and the promoting the comfort 
and happinefs of mankind, Pe 
Wuatrver 


ae 

WHatrver diverfity of nation, or language—of. man~ 
ners, occupation or circumftances, may exift among men— 
or, however they may differ in their habits, or profeffion— 
in their political or religious opinions ; yet, as human beings, 
we are all under the common law of benevolence and love ; 
from the obligations of this law, we can never be abfolved, 
while fociety exifts; and while reafon diftinguifhes man 
from the lower orders in creation. For nature teaches, 
what chriftianity confirms, that the whole human race are 
BRETHREN. They conftitute one family—are derived from 
the fame common Parent, the Creator and Fatuir of all. 
‘In what way then, can we more fuitably exprefs that friendly — 
affection, which fucha relation implies and enjoins, than by 
a cheerful readinefs to. every act of kindnefs and benefi- 
cence towards one another; and efpecially, by flying to 
the relief of the diftreffed, and employing every means in 
our power, to comfort our brethren when in adverfity.——+ 


For it is written, in 
Proverss, xvii Cuap. 17th Verse. 


« A FrrenD LOVETH AT ALL TIMEs, and A BROTHER IS 
BORN FOR ADVERSITY.”’ 


Striking words !—and full of ufeful inftruction !—Be this 
our prefent theme. And may it be our higheft’ ambition, 
in our focial and individual capacities, to realize the text 


in practical life—to exemplify the divine maxim, in all 
our conduct, 
THR 
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Tue leffon here given us, is fhort. Do the words 
require any particular explanation? It is barely poffiblé 
their meaning may be mifapprehended : Efpecially, as the 
fame mode of expreffion is ufed in the facred writings, to 
convey a very different idea from that in the text—viz. ta 
fignify one who, from his very Jirth, feems appointed to 
adverfity and forrow. Thus we read, “ Man is Jorn to 
trouble, as the fparks to ly upward.’* This phrafe, though 
fimilar in words, yet differs widely in its import, from the 
former ; as the connexion of the paflage will evince. The 
meaning of our text cannot be that “a brother is born for 
adverfity,”? in his own perfon ; but for the aid and comfort 
of others in their affliction and trouble. 


Tue idea may be illuftrated by 4 thoufand familiar inftans 
ces in common life. How frequently do we fay, ofan 
affectionate and dutiful son, he was dorn for the folace and 
{upport of his parents in their declining age ?—Of a wasu= 
INGTON, how common and how juft the remark, that he 

-was Zorn to lead the armies—to prefide in the councils— 
and tobe a chief inftrument in promoting the independence, 
peace and glory of america. 7 


Tuese obfervations, it is préfuried, are fufficient to 
illuftrate and fix the meaning of our text “A brother is Yorn 
for adverfity.” Only, it will be remembered, that we are, 
by no means, to confine the term 4ro/ber, to children derived 
from 


oD. > 


from the fame immediate parents ; any more than the term 
neighbour, to thofe in the immediate vicinity: Which con- 
tracted fenfe, our Savior, has exprefsly difapproved, when, 
in anfwer to a certain querift, he has taught us to confider 
the whole human face, as included in that friendly appella- 
tion. By the fame rule, we are wartanted to confider our 
fellowmen of every place, and every defcription, as our 
brethren—to feel ourfelves under obligation to univerfal 
benevolence; and particularly, to lend them every aid in 
our power, when they are under adverfity: For this were we 
BorN—or ¢his as one important defign of otir Creator, were 
we placed in fociety—For #his; did the Parent of the univer- 
fal family implant in our breafts, the tender, focial affect. 
ions—In fine, for #bi#, hath he beftowed upon us the boun- 
ties of his providence; that, as faithful ftewards, we may 
difpenfe them, as opportunities arife; for the relief and com- 
fort of our fuffering brethren. 


Anp can wé ever be at a lofs for epportunities, or objects; 
for the exercife of this beneficence? Where can we turn 
our eyes, but fubjects of diftrefs, of want or mifery prefent 
themfelves to our view ? Whofe piteous condition cries, in 
language irrefiftabic, for commiferation and ailiftance from 


their fellowmen. 


To attempt an enumeration of the various kinds of adver- 


. ty towhich our brethren of the human race are incident, would 
B 7, ae 
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be a tafk, as endlefs, as it would be painful. We find, that 
no clafs of men are exempted—no fituation in life, however 
elevated by profperity, is fecure againft the ftrokes of adver- 
fity and various woes. It would be ftrange, indeed, if per- 
fonal experience hath not produced conviction of this for- 
rowful truth, in every breaft. And ftranger ftill, fhould 
any have become fo callous to human miferies, as not to 
have felt the moft painful fympathy at the fufferings of others. 


Sucu were the fympathetic feelings, which, at firft, gave 
origin to Humane Societies, and to ¢his in particular. 
Senfations, too powerful to be fuppreffed, ftimulated a num- 
ber of benevolent minds, a few years patft, to form this Infti- 
tution. Since which period, many others, actuated by the 
fame gencrous principle, have been added to the number, 
What an honor, my brethren—what a priviledge isit to be 
enrolled as members of a Socrery, whofe profeffed object is 
the relief of fuffering Humanity !—In comparifon with fuch 
an honor, what are all the boafted titles of royalty—or the 
orders of nobility or knighthood, but empty founds—or 
glittering baubles, for the amufement of children ? 


It may feem ftrange, in contemplating this fubject, that | 
the inftitution of Humane Societies, the moft truly noble and 
godlike that ever originated in the wifdom and benevolence 
‘of man, fhould, yet, be of fo moderna birth. Until with- 
; in 
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in the period of an hundred years, it is prefumed, they were 
wholly unknown. In ages paft, a bare propofition to at- 
tempt to reanimate a breathlefs fubject, would, no doubt; 
have excited, not only furprize, but even ridicule. But 
thanks to the great author of our beings, fo numerous, and 
fo well attefted are the evidences of the fact,-that they have 

equally eftablifhed the principle, and aftonifhed the world. 
But, if the world have been aftonifhed at the hiftory, only, 
of thefe things, what muft have been the feelings of thofe, 
who have been per/onally interefted in thefe tender fcenes > 
They may be imagined—they can never be defcribed. 


To have a child—or,brother—a fond parent, or an inti- 
mate friend—perhaps the partner of our bofoms, unexpect- 
edly reftored to our embraces, after we had, in apprchenfions 
taken a final farewel of them, as to this world; we can 
eafily conceive, muft occafion fuch a flood of joy, fuch a 
tranfport of pleafure, as nearly to diffolve the human frame. 
Yet, how many have experienced this inexpreflible delight 
and fatisfaction, fince the formation of Humane Societies, 
both in Europe and America? So great we are told, was 
« the fuccefs of the fociety eftablifhed in Great Britain in 
1774, that within ten years from its firft inftitution, out of 
‘4300 perfons, apparently dead from drowning, 790 weré 
reftored to their friends and their country.”-—And have not 
the humane exertions of our own fociety, though yet inits 

infancy, 


(1m ) 
infancy, been crowned with a fuccefs fully equal to our rea~ 


fonable expectations ; and fuch, as mufthave given the moft 
heartfelt pleafure to its benevolent founders. 


Wuat new wonders, my brethren, do we behold, continu- 
ally rifing in our American world, under the providential go- 
vernment of the great Supreme! What a furprifing progrefs 
of the human mind, in improvements for the benefit of man- 
kind! We have feen with aftonifhment, the efforts of genius 
in individuals—We have feen facieties, formed for cultivating 
the fields of fcience—for encouraging philofopbical refearches 
for promoting the ufeful arts of agriculiure, navigation and 
commerce—and for advancing manufadures of various kinds. 
—Inftitutions we have feen eftablifhed, for refcuing from 
oblivion, biforical events and anecdotes, which while they 
conduce to the benefit, will afford a pleafing entertainment 
to pofterity.--We have feen, likewife, with pleafure, focie- 
ties formed for the noble purpofe of carrying the glad tidings 
of the Gospet to heathen countries, and extending the 
bleffings of its falvation, to barbarous nations.—In a word, 
we have beheld regular inftitutions for making further dif- 
coveries and improvements in the Lealing art ; a {cience of 
the greater importance, as itis fo nearly connected with the 
lives of human beings.—But when, my brethren, or where, 
till within the prefent century, have we feen or heard of fo- 
cieties formed for—I will not fay raifing the dead—This 

would 


(223 
would be going too far ; and is the prerogative of Jenayan 
alone—but for rekindling the vital lamp, after it had been, 
to all appearance, totally extinguifhed >for calling back 
to life and enjoyment, a human being, who, apparently, had 
breathed his laft; and who, in former ages, would have 
been configned, without hefitation or hope, ta ‘the manfions 
of the Dead !—Humanity drops a tear at the painful re- 
flection, that, in all probability, thoufands have, in this way, 
met an untimely grave, and (asa brother has juftly obferved 
before me) have been “ literally buried alive.” More 
painful ftill, is the reflection, fhould we admit the idea, 
which is at leaft, poflible, that they may have “ fuffered all 


the horrors of inevitable death, attended with a confcioufnefs 
of their own terrible fituation.”». 


Bur we will draw a veil over fo diftreffing an idea, and 
only lament the involuntary ignorance of our predeceffors.— 
Such was the wife decree of Heaven, that to after ages was 
referved the important, the pleafing difcovery, that life is 
not to be defpaired of, even after ail voluntary motion has 
ceafed, and a total fufpenfion has taken place, of all the ani- 
mal functions. With what grateful admiration fhould we 
adore that all-gracious and merciful Being, who-has com- 
anunicated fuch a fingular difcovery to the world ! And with 
what affiduity and zeal fhould we endeavor to make ftill 
further improvements upon it, as it may doubtlefs be car- 
ried to amuch greater degree of perfection, eS cae 
; Mepicak 
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~ Meprcat ftudies and difquifitions belong, indeed, more 
immediately, to a diftinct order in fociety ; but in their con- 
fequences, every clafs of citizens is or may be very deeply 
interefted. For inftance; a bold theorift in medicine, fond 
of originality, and of treading an unbeaten path, may pufh 
his inveftigations, and carry his experiments fo far, in order 
to afcertain a favorite fpeculation, that the refult may prove 
fatal to the unhappy patient ; who dies a victim to the rafh- 


nefs and folly (to call it by no feverer name) of the too ad~ 
venturous phyfician. 


How coriimon is the obfervation, that among all the pro- 
feflions, none is more ufeful or more dangerous, than that of 
medicine. Ufeful, in the handsof the wife and fkilful ; but 
dangerous in the extreme, in the hands of quacks and im pof- 
tors. It muft therefore, give great fatisfaction to the friends 
of humanity to obferve thofe rapid improvements in the 


healing art, which, of late, have been made, and are ftill 
making, in this country ; and the laudable exertions which 


are ufed, to guard the profeflion from the intrufion, dna the 
mifchievous effects of ignorant pretenders, 


Wutze with pleafure, we contemplate this important fub- 
ject, have we not fometimes, almoft become profelytes to an 
opinion, which has been advanced, * That in fome future 
period a remedy will be found out for all the difeafes and 

pains 
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pains to which mankind are now fubject.’”” The idea is a 
pleafing one. But I believe, after all, it muft be conceded, 
that there is more benevolence, than folid, rational ground 
for fuch a conje¢ture ; and that; when medical improve- 
ments fhall have arrived at the higheft degree of perfection, 
to which human fagacity can attain, the law of mortality 
will {till baffle the power of medicine ; and the human body 
muft fall a victim to the univerfal deftroyer Death. For 
experience confirms, what infpiration teaches us, that “ there 
is no difcharge in that war”—~And that “ itis appointed to 
men once to die.”’ Hence we find, after the utmoft exer- 
tions to ward off the ftroke, death, uncontrouled by human 
art—and deaf to the cries of furrounding friends, is continu- 
ally making his ravages among us ; and our deareft connex- 
ions are torn from our fight—and fometimés, with circum 
ftances attended with affecting ageravations, 


On this occafion, the Humane Society would exprefs their 
grief, and their fympathy with their fellow citizens, at the 
recollection of the unufual number of fhipwrecks, and lofs 
of the lives of fo. many of our /eafaring brethren, on this 
coaft, fince ~our laft anniverfary. Ah ! poor failors! ar- 
rived within fight of their native fhore—fondly imagining 
the dangers of the voyage were over—preparing to fly to 
the arms of their families and friends—Dreadful Reverfe ! 
at once, to have all their hopes loft, and themfelves whelm- 

ed 
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ed ina watry grave ! O! how does humanity weep at the fad 
recital ! weep, that it was not in her power to reach forth her 
benevolent arm to refcue them in the agonies of death, and 
fhatch them from the relentlefs waves !~-But--God was 
there ! Let this confideration quiet our minds, and hufh to 
filence every repining thought! Let it calm the grief of 
their furviving friends ; whofe hearts have been rent with 
anguifh, at the unexpected and awful cataftrophe! Yes, 
afflicted friends !—when all other hopes were gone, Hraven 
faw their fituation—He knew their forrows, and heard 
their cries, And, O comforting refle@ion | He was both 
« able” and willing, éven at the “ e/eventh hour’’—-at the 
laft moment, “ to fave to the uttermoft,’’ their immortal, 
their better part. And that he did fo, we have the fulleft 
affurance, from his own word, if, with their dying breath, 
they caft themfelves upon his infinite mercy, through the 
atoning merits of a gracious Redeemer: Whofe language; 
in fuch a cafe, to each of them, was, ® To day thou fhalt 
be with me in paradife.”"~— shea 


Amonc all the fons of adverfity, few, (I believe it will bé 
allowed) have a jufter claim to the humane attention, and 
timely exertions of their brethren, than that valuable clafs 
of men, our /eafaring friends. ‘Their employment, emi- 
hently ufeful and important to fociety, is, at all times, haz- 
#rdous—peculiarly fo, in the feverity of winter. Their 

: fufferings 


Si sie 
fufferings’at that feafon, efpecially when coming upon this 
coaft, it is well known, are oftentimes extreme. Of their 
dangers, few can form any tolerable idea, who have never, 
in any degree, experienced them. It may. naturally be fup-. 
pofed, the fpeaker is a very incompetent perfon to attempt 
a defcription of the dangers and fufferings to which feamen 
areexpofed. He freely acknowledges it. Yet he imagines he 
can, in fome fmall degree at leaft, conceive of them. And, 
could he fuppofe it might tend to excite greater compaf- 
fion, and kindle a warmer flame of generous philanthropy 
in the breafts of this humane aflembly, towards that enter 
prizing race of men—Or, were he affured that the intro 


duction of an occurrence fo perfonal, would be excufed, on 
fuch an occafion as this, he would willingly explain himfelf. 


_ Tue candor of his brethren, will, however, indulge him 
fo far as to fay, he fhould have reafon, while he lived, to 
reproach himfelf with the bafeft ingratitude to Heaven, 
were he ever to forget the horrors of a difmal night, not 
long fince; in which, fifteen fouls, befides himfelf, were 
expofed to momentary deftruction in this bay, and not far 
from the entrance of this harbor ; in one of the moft violent 
ftorms of fnow, that this country has ever witneffed. The 
-darknefs of the night increafing the terrors of the ftorm, the 
company impatiently waited for day ; hoping to difcover 
fome means of relief. But alas! when day light appeared, 
we might with propriety, fay, in the language of feripture, 
* Behold. 


C mic 


«Behold the morning was as the fhadow of death !” The 
growing violence of the ftorm rendered it as impoffible to 
difcover the land, as if it were midnight. Unable to keep 
the fea any longer, no alternative now remained, but to 
run the veffel for the fhore, fall where it might. And when, 
by general confent, this was determined upon, as the laft 
refource ; orders were by the mafter immediately given. 
And now a fewmoments muft decide our deftiny. Gracious 
Heaven! what a folemn interval ! In dread fufpenfe what 
the event would be ! The apprehenfion in each one’s mind 
was, perhaps never before, fo real, that in all probability, 
we fhould foon know, fome of us at leaft, what the agonies 
of death by drowning were—and what, to launch into the 
prefence of our Maker, Gon ! 


THE moment, at length arrives, when Heaven propi- 
tious, appears for our relief. The veflel falling between 
two ledges of rocks, ftruck upon a fandy bottom; but 
with fuch violence, and at the diftance of more than an 
hundred yards from the fhore, that it was apprehended 
fhe would foon go to pieces by the fury of the furf. Inftant 
recourfe was therefore had to the boat—and though it was 
with the greateft difficuly, and the attempt extremely haz~ 
ardous, yet, by this means, through the mercy of Gop, 
every foul was, finally, landed fafe on the fhore.—Little 
did we imagine, however, the dangers which ftill awaited 
us. Wet and cold—on a defolate beach—without any 

fhelter— 
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fhelter—the ftorm increafing—not knowing the fhore on 
which we were landed—or what courfe to fteer for a houfe. 
In this fituation we roamed about a mile, when we difco- 
vered a fall, miferable fut, without an inhabitant, erected 
by fome gunners and fifhermen, for, a temporary conve- 
nience. In this, we fheltered ourfelves for a while, from the 
violence of the ftorm—till at length, by means, to us wholly 
unexpected, which I forbear particularly to mention (hav- 
ing been, I fear, too long already, in the detail) we were all 
happily relieved from our fufpence; and after travelling 
four miles, in that expofed condition, we arrived, under the 
conduct of a guide, to a lonely, but hofpitable family,* the 
only dwelling houfe on the Peninfula; where we received 
every attention our fituation called for, and which cman 


and friendfhip could beftow. 


Tuts incidental narration, it is hoped, will find an apo~ 
logy in the candor of this audience-—and that it will be 
viewed, as not altogether foreign from the prefent occafion 5 
‘as it naturally fuggefts to us the following remarks. 


Ir exhibits, at leaft, a fmall picture of the diftrefs and 
dangers to which our feafaring brethren are cupofedk on 
this coaft, efpecially in the ftormy months. 


It confirms the propriety and ‘i importance of the mea- 
{ures our Society have adopted (and which, T am told, were 
oases by this very difafter) in proviging fmall Hurts, 
; with 
3 Mr. Burgis, Beever of the Lightioohe on the Gurnet, near Plymouth. 
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with fuitaable accommodations, in different parts of our 


Shores, for the comfort of thofe unhappy pertane, who may 
meet with fimilar misfortunes. 


Ir reminds us, generally, of the neceffity of ufing every 
poffible means to alleviate the fufferings, and prevent the 
lofs of the lives of fhipwrecked mariners.——The fmall build- 
ing which proved fo feafonable a refuge for the diftreffed 
company before mentioned, was, indifputably, the means, 
under Gop, of preferving the lives of fome, if not the whole 
of that company: As it would have been impoffible for them, 
in fheir fituation, to have reached the neareft inhabited 
dwelling—which was not lefs than five miles diftant ; and 
the courfe obftructed by creeks ; the waters of which were 
not fufficiently frozen, to admit of a paflage over them. 


Awnp while upon this fubject, I would beg leave to fub- 
mit to the Directors of this Society, whether the increafing 
‘the number of thefe fmall houfes, in other expofed parts of 
our coafts, might not prove of effential benefit, in anfwer- 
ing the charitable purpofes of the inftitution. The haplefs 
failor, my brethren, may blefs you, as long as he lives, as 
-the means, under’providence, of refcuing from death, a life, 
infinitely dear to 11M, and a life, which ought to be pre~ 
_ ¢lous to. every member of the community. 


I am fenfible, our funds, though happily increafing, are 
not yet fufficient to embrace every object to which the So- 
ciety would, with pleafure, extend their beneficence. Other= 

wife, 
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wife, Iam perfwaded, every {pecies of human diftrefs, with- 
in their knowledge, would command their aid. But, from 
what we have already received, and from the confidence we 
have in the liberality of our generous and humane fellow- 
citizens, we flatter ourfelves, the Society will foon be able, 
from the encreafe of their funds, to gratify their own, and 
the wifhes of the public, by extending their benevolence to. 
other objects, than to thofe, to which, for want of that aid, 
their exertions have hitherto been confined. 


Ano fince we are not this day pleading our own, but the 
caufe of diftrefled humanity, we may be allowed to fay, 
when we look around, and behold fo numerous and refpect- 
able an affembly of our fellow citizens, convened with us 
on this occafion, we are perfwaded we fhall have a pleafing 
evidence, that they poffefs, not that cold charity, whofe lan= 
guage is, “ Be ye warmed, and be ye cloathed’’—but that 
they will rejoice in an opportunity to gratify the benevolent 
feelings of their hearts, by contributing, as far as in their 
power, for the relief of their brethren in adverfity. 

Anp while in our focial capacity, we faithfully apply the 
benefactions of the public, and endeavour to deferve the cha- 
racter by which this fociety is denominated ; let us, as indi- 
viduals, at all times act, agreeably to our theme, as Brethren 
to.the human race. Let us be folicitous to do all the good 
we can, ferving Gop and our gencration, according to his 


‘will. And, to animate and excite us toa faithful difcharge: 
| | | of 


—— 
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of our duty, let us remember, this is not our abiding place’ 
That we muft fhortly pafs off the ftage of life, as we have 
feen others, who have gone before us—and that we muft, 
each one, render an account of all our condué@, to the 


fupreme Judge, who will “ reward every man, according as 
his works fhall be.” 


Bur——what is this, that arrefts our attention here ? that 
feems to damp, in a degree, the joy of this day——to caft a 
gloom over the pleafures of this Anniversary !—Reflection 
bids me paufe a moment and afks, Where is the Man, 
who hath fo long prefided, with fuch affable and pleafing dig- 
nity, at the head of this Society ? Whence is it that his feat 
is, this day, empty ?—Alas! Russerr, the humane, the 
generous, is no more! The filent tomb—that abode of dark= 
nefs, hides from our view, his mortal part--and his “ fpirit 
has returned to Gop who gave it.” | 


An! my brethren! Could virtue—-could diftinguifhed 
philanthropy and benevolence have refcued their faithful 
votary from the grave, Russet had ftill furvived, and his 
cheerful prefence added joy to this folemnity, Could the 
exquifite grief of the folitary partner——could the anguifh of 
affectionate children——or the forrows of a venerable parent, 
bowed with age and afflition—could the tears of tender 
connexions and numerous friends—could the undiffembled 
lamentations of the widow and the fatherle/s—in a words 
could the cries of the poor and indigent, whofe wants were 


fupplied 
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fupplied by his bounty—whofe forrows were relieved by his 
munificence—could thefe, unitedly, have availed to ‘avert 
the fudden, the fatal ftroke ; their friend—their benefactor 
had not, fo foon, fallena victim to the king of terrors.— 
The fleady patriot—the encourager of arts and fcience— 
the patron of every liberal and humane inftitution—the 
friend of virtue and religion—the man whofe generous and 
judicious charities have extended his fame, and have given 
luftre to the name of Russert—would ftill have lived to 
blefs his country and his friends; and to confirm the truth 
of our text, that “4 friend loveth at all times, and A BROTHER 
IS BORN FOR ADVERSITY.”’ 


But, ceafe ye mourners! Heaven is juft—is merciful ! 
And, for diftinguifhed benevolence and virtue, Heaven 
has infured a more glorious recompence of reward, than the 
tears of friendfhip—the eulogies of mortals—or all the 
riches aad honors that earth can beftow. And that bleffed 
Savior, whofe needy friends have been relieved by. pious 
charity, will fay to their benefactors, in the laft, great day,’ 
«© Inafmuch as ye have done it, to THESE MY BRETHREN, 
ye have done it unto me.’ 


To clofe the fubjet—let it be our earneft care to imi- 
tate the example of thofe, who have gone before us in the 
paths of religion and humanity—above all, the exam ple of 
HIM who loved the race of man fo well, that he, not only 
rifked his own to fave the lives of others (which many 

have 


( 2%) 
have humanely done) but who actually loft, or rather gave up 
his own life, to recover.us from death, and procure for us a 
final refufcitation to an immortal life of happinefs and glory. 


Tue time of our continuance in the prefent ftate of being 
is fhort. The dictates of wifdom and prudence unite with 
the folemn counfels of Revelation, to admonifh us, to pro-« 
vide in feafon, for our laft remove. How important the 
fubject !—And O! how fupporting is the thought, that when 
all human means fhall fail—when the laft efforts of friends 
and phyficians fhall prove ineffectual—and the ftroke of 
death muft put a period to our prefent mode of exiftence— 
the Gospet or Currst difclofes a remedy for our better 
part—and opens a bright fcene of glory beyond the grave, 
for all the fincere followers of the Lamb. And as this 
Gospet contains the {trongeft reafons for our faith, and the 
mott powerful motives for the practice of Religion; fo it 
furnifhes us with the fureft and moft folid grounds of fup- 
port, under the affli@ions and forrows of the prefent life ; 
and affures us, that when this fhort ftate of trial {hall clofe,. 
they who are truly wife, fhall enter upon a new, a holy and 
permanent ftate of exiftence—where objects of diftrefs fhall 
no more pain their hearts—where life, free from every 
bitter ingredient, fhall be enjoyed in higheft perfection, 
and through an endlefs duration. For “ there fhall be no 
more death, neither forrow, nor crying—and all tears fhall 
be wiped from their eyes.” AMEN. 
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~The Truftees bave received the following Communications - 
Jiace their laft Publication. 


I. 
LETTER from William. Hawes, Regifter of the Royal Humane Society 
in London #o the Correfponding Secretary. 


Seat Loxpon, June 23, 1795. 
Sir; ; 


ial I- is with great pleafure I embrace the prefent opportunity to 
‘prefent to the Humane Society of Maflachufetts a richer harveft 
than ufual, viz. 


The. ft Vol. of the Tranfactions of the Royal Humane Society. 
Do&. Fothergill’s Effay on the Sufpenfion of vital Adtion. 
Rev: Dos. Rennell’s Anniverfary Sermon, 

Annual Report, &¢. &c. &c. 


_ To the philanthropifts of that life faving Inftitution there is every 
reafon to hope that fome of the above will afford infinite fatisfaétion ; 
and there is almof a certaisity that the interefting fubje@ of fufpended 
_animation will in procefs of time be advanced, very much advanced 
by the Gentlemen of the faculty of the Maflachuletts Humane Society. 
It is hardly neceflary for me to add what pleafure your copies of ans 
nual difcourfes afford me, and the active friends of our Society ; and 
that we hope to be conftantly favoured with the fame. Our views 
are in every refpeé the fame—the prefervation of life and the advance- 
ment of medical knowledge. Such views will ever unite our Societies 
‘jn the moi permanent bonds of friendfhip. 


Iam, Sir, your’s moft. refpeéfully, 
WILLIAM HAWES, 


Rev. Dr, Parker, Correfponding Secretary 
of the Humane Society of Maffachyfetts. 


Dd it, 
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IT. 


Letter from Mr. Zebina Stebbins, of Springheld, dated Fanuary 6, 1796; ta 
the Correfponding Secretary, upon an unfuccefsful attempt to refufcitate a Child, 


SrrinGrizetp, 8th Fanuary, 1796. 
Sir, . : 


1 HAVE now to communicate to the Society an unfuccefsful 
attempt to refufcitate a child of Mr. Henry Rogers of Weit-Springfield, 
fome time in Auguft laft, about thirty months old. He was playing 
about the mother,. while wafhing on the bank of the river, fhe went up 
to the houfe, and fuppofed the child followed her. She thinks in about 
15 or 20 minutes, the child was brought up to her drowned. _ It muft 
have waded into the river beyond its depth, as there was no boat or any 
thing of the kind, from which it could fall. A young man, named 
Patrick Morgan, being below, faw fomething floating down on the fur- 
face of the water of an uncommon appearance, fwam out about three 
rods, where the water was at leaft ten feet deep, and brought it on fhore. 
I happened that moment to walk down to the river, on the oppofite fhore, 
heard the cry of a child being drowned. Suppofe I crofled the river 
and was with the childin 15 or 29 minutes. On viewing it and en- 
quiring into the circumftances and time it had been in the water, had no 
do doubt of being able to reftore it to life again. I had the affiftance of 
feveral exceeding good women in the operation. We ftripped it imme- 
diately, put it into foft blahkets on a warm bed, began moderate fric- 
tion on the back, breaft and limbs with flannels fprinkled with warm 
Gpirits, ointed the temples, applied volatiles to the nofe, threw up tobacco 
fmoak into the body repeatedly.. A tobacco pipe was firft made ufe 
of without much fuccefs ; I then took the ftalk of a feed onion, cut the 
leaft end to enter a clyfter pipe, then cut it nearly off at the bulge, 
leaving a part to operate as a hinge, then filled the bulge with ftrong 
tobacco, put a {mall coal on the top of it, then fhut the tube, and by 
blowing in at the end could throw up large quantities of fmoak. I 
mention this, that fhould it fo happen that no inftrument isto be had 
for that purpofe, one of this kind may anfwer nearly as well 

When I firft faw the child, I thought I had an opportunity of doing 
credit to the Society, as the body was not cold or the limbs ftiff, or 
the blood fettled, as iscommon. Soon after the fridtion was begun, it 
difcharged a confiderable quantity of white frothy matter from the 
noltrils, which continued almoft the whole time of the procefs, which 
was about three hours, when the body grew cold, and the limbs ftiff. 

There muft have been fome fatal circumftance attending it’s drown- 
ing ; what it was am at a lofs to conjecture; it could not have been 
- wounded in falling into the water; and why it fhould {wim on it’s face 
on 
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on the furface of the water for folonga time? It is probable thatit did 
not fink at all, or continue under water long, from the diftance that it 
had floated down. Why fuch a quantity of frothy matter fhould iffue 
from the noftrils, and no mucus from the mouth? There appeared to 
be an entire collapfion of the veilels, particularly of the lungs. I at- 
tempted to inflate them fundry times with a good tube, but could not 
faife the cheft. After every means had been ufed without any appear- 
ance of fuccefs, I thought of an immerfion in warm water, to take off 
the contraGion ; but as it had never been mentioned by the Society, 
to my knowledge, it was not put in practice. 

It appears to me that every thing recommended by the Society was 
fudiciouily applied, as we had the affitance of Doétors*Brewer and 
Lathrop, during part of the proceis. $ | 

I make this communication in hopes fome gentlemen will inform 
what more could have been done, with a probability of fuccefs. 


I am, Sir, with much refped, 
your humble fervant, 


ZEBINA STEBBINS. 
Rev. Samus Parker, D. Dz ! 


iit. 
Vote of the Truftees, February 1. 1796. 


T a meeting of the Truftees of the Humane Society, Febru: 
arty I. 1796; Voted, That this letter be committed to the Medical Gen- 
tlemen of the Truftees, to confider the circumftances of the attempt to 
refufcitate faid child,and to give their fentiments upon the fubje& ; and 
that the Correfponding Secretary be defired to return the thanks of the 
‘Truftees to Mr. Strszins, for his communication, with the opinion of thé 
Medical Gentlemen upon the fubject. . 

JOHN AVERY, jun. Sec’ry. 


IV. 


The Committee appointed by the Truftees of the Humane Society to anfwer 
a Number of Queries contained in a Letter from Mr. Zebina Stebbins 


of Springfield, Report, 


2 i HAT as to the circumftance of the fubjeét’s floating 
for fome time as reprefented in faid letter, the fame has been often 
noticed in cafes of children whole cloathing being oof, ferved the pur- 
pole, 
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pofe, by its expanfion on the furface of the water, of fupporting the 
body ; aided perhaps in fome meafure by a quantity of air retained in 
the lungs, and poflibly a lefs {pecific gravity than in the folids of an adult. 

The difcharge of mucus from the zefrils rather than from the 
mouth, feems alfo not to have been an uncommon occurrence in inftances 
of fubmerfion, and may perhaps be accounted for ftom the ftrudture of 
thofe cavities, the quantity of mucus with which they are naturally 
furnifhed, and which mutt be greatly increafed, by the violent efforts 
of refpiration neceffarily attendant on cafes of this kind; in confequence 
of which, the air becomes entangled in its paflage through them. 
And it is to be obferved-that the frothy fubfance colle&ed about the 
nofe, and formed by the air forced out from the lungs in the agitation 
of the body, has a more free courfe towards the no/e than the mouth, 
where accordingly it is rarely found. eS aerate & . ; 


The Committee are farther of opinion, that the methods ufed in the 
cafe under confideration, were extremely judicious ; and applied with 
a perfeverance that does honour to the humanity of the gentleman who 
dire&ted them, and of all thofe who were concerned in their adminiftration. 


The ufe of the warm bath has often been recommended by foreign 
focieties ; yet it is obvious, that the length of time neceffarily re- 
quired to prepare it, will generally preclude that carly application upon 
‘which fuccefs in the means of refufcitation fo much depends.—It may not 
however be ufelefs to obferve, that we confider’ the imparting of Lect to an 
apparently dead body, to be an eflential part in the procefs for reftora- 
tion, and therefore, conceive it highly important, to employ the means 
moft eafy of accefs on fuch occafions, for the purpofe of communicating it ; 
and as dry warmth * moft ufually comes under this defeription, we ihould 
certainly in the firft inftance invariably have recourfe tojit. From _ the 
moment the accident is difcovered, however, it might be highly prudent 
to be getting the warm bath into a flate of preparation, but we pre. 
fame with this indifpenfable precaution, to keep the water fufficiently warm 
to-a& asa ftimulant upon the body, or it may do harm by relaxing 
the fyftem, and thus counteraéting the general indications. 


JOHN WARREN, per Order. 


& 


* A bath of warm afhes, or fand, has been frequently recommended ; and 
if readily to be obtained, is certainly well adapted to the purpofe. 


Dogor 


AP PEN DAS 29. 
Y. 


¥ 
Doétor James Thacher’s Letter to the Seconn Vice-Presipenr. 


DEAR Sir, Prymourn, rf June, 1796. 
Persrr me through you to communicate the following ftate-- 
ment and obfervations to the Humane Society. 
A young man about 17 years of age, after having performed a very 
fatiguing day’s labour, was obferved in the evening to eat voracioufly © 
animal Pood at fupper, and haying retired from the family, he was 
fome time after found under a tree in the orchard, expofed to the cold. 
air, and deprived of every appearance of life. Being called to vifit 
him I found the body ‘in a ftate of total ination, the animal powers, 
the fenfes, and voluntary motion had ceafed, and the vital funétions 
feemed to be fufpended, there being no fymptom of the vital principle 
remaining, except now and then a imall tremulous interrupted pulia-~ 
tion of the artery at the wrift. isbde . Sf Se 
Previous to my arrival, a medical ftudent had commenced the refufci- 
tating procefs, pict conliled of friction, warm and ftimulating appli- 
cations, volatiles, &c. In a courfe of thefe we perfevered with unre- 
mitting affiduity about one hour and an half, and had the fatisfadion 
during the procefs of obferving. frequent fymptoms of recovery. ‘Blad- 
ders filled with water, heated to a confiderable degreé, and applied te- 
the axilla:had the immediate effe@ of exciting mufcular motion ; they 
were continued till he had fo far recovered as to be able to fet up in 
bed, when perceiving that he was exercifed with great pain and diltrefs 
about the region of the ftomach, I adminiftred a full dofe of emetic’ 
tartar, which had the happy. effect of relieving that organ of the load; 
which doubtlefs had been the offending caufe. utc 
- Sudden death has been the fate of feveral perfons in this vicinity’ 
within thefe few years paft, and it is to be lamented, that for want of pro+ 
per intelligence the means of refufcitation have in almoft every inftance’ 
been neglected. A remarkable cafe having recently occurred induces 
me to make fome obfervations on the fibjec. ; ‘ 
- Captain Jofhua Briggs of Wareham, in a mcment of perfe@ health, and 
while on an arbitration, was arrefted by the ftroke of death, or becamé a fub, 
ject of fufpended animation. A Phyfician was fent for, but being informed 
on the road that the perfon had_ expired, he returned without viliting the 
body—{o' peculiarly equivocal -were- the appearances. after death, as to 
delay the-interment of the body for feveral days longer than the time 
appointed for the purpofe. But notwithfanding Avong doubts were 
"~~ entertained 
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entertained whether death in reality had clofed the feene, or the uncet 
tain appearances of it only were prefent, yet unfortunately, no mealures 
were purfued upon this interefting occafion, from which the friends 
could derive fatisfaction or hope of iuccefs ; removing the body from the 
the coffin into a warm bed, was all that their judgment fuggelted, until 
the more folemn office of configning it to the grave. 

The powers originally afligned by the allwife Creator to perform the 
vital functions, may be impaired or fuffer a temporary fufpenfion from 
various caufes, which cannot be inveftigated, and from which the am- 
biguous appearances of death may be induced. Befides fubmerfion, 
hanging, fuffocation, &c. inftances have occurred of fufpended anima- 
tion in confequence of fyncope, intoxication, extreme heat and cold, falls, 
blows, infants fuffocated in bed, &c. Under thefe misfortunes ‘the fut 
ferer has a claim upon our beft endeavours, and thefe fhould in no cafe 
be withheld. If the feelings of humanity have been fhocked by the re- 
flection, that fome unfortunate perfons have been wrapped in f{hrouds before 
the vital flame was totally extinguifhed, yet we may indulge the con- 
foling idea that hundreds have been refcued, by the hand of beneficence, 
from fo horrid a fate. The benevolent mind is now animated by well 
authenticated facts, tending to eftablifh the important principle that in 
all inftances of fudden, or apparent death, every poffible exertion fhould 
be ferupuloufly applied, with a view to reeftablith the vital fundtions, 
nor fhould fuccefs be difpaired of till it be fully afcertained that death 
is complete. 

The caufe of humanity has received a noble acquifition in the eftab- 
blifhment of the Humane Society of Maflachufetts ; the importance and 
utility of it are engraven upon the heart of the thipwrecked mariner, 
and others, who have been nearly interefted in the A a con-" 
templated by the inftitution. As it will accord with the principles 
and views of the inftitution, that the advantages of it fhould be dif- 
penfed to all clafles of people, permit me to query, whether it is not 
expedient that printed directions, defcribing the molt eligible procefs to 
be purfued in all cafes of fudden death, fhould be polted up in thofe re~ 
mote towns, where they are yet deftitute of the neceilary intelligence, 
and not wholly divefted of prejudice and fuperttition. 

Withing every degree of fuccefs and profperity may attend the 
Humane Society, arid the exertions of each member of it, 
Iam, with due refpect, 
Your mo obedient and very humble fervant, 
JAMES THACHER, 
Dr. Johan Warren, 
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VI. 
Mr. John Bulkeley’s Letter. } 
Lisson, 6th Feb. 1796, -- - 


- 


Sir, 


if WAS this day honoured with your letter of the 2d December 
$n behalf of the Prefident and Truftees of the Humane Society of Maf- 
fachufetts, eftablifhed folely for the promoting the laudable caufe of hu- 
manity. I feel myfelf happy in the honour of being elected a member, and 
fhall ever be ready to promote its benevolent purpofes ; and having met 
with this opportunity of Capt. Jofeph S. Abraham, of the Schooner 
_ Bilboa, bound direStly to your port, I have fent by him for the purpofe 
of the inftitution, one hundred Spanith dollars; as you: will find by his 
bill of lading. a : 
‘3 I have the honour to be, ; : 
Sir, your very humble fervant, 
, JOHN BULKELEY, 
Samuel Parker, D.D. Bofton, | : 
Correfponding Secretary of the Humane Society, 2 = 
, Vil. —_ 
Dr. Anthony Fothergill’s Letter. , 
Batu, Feb, 20, 1796, 


Mr, Prestpent and GrentTLemMeEN, 


Y este RDAY I was favoured with your teftimonial, announc- 
ing me a member of the Humane Society of Maflachufetts, for which 
tnexpeced honour, and the polite terms in which it was conveyed by 
your Secretary, pleafe to accept my moft grateful acknowledgments. 

If any efforts of mine_can be thought to contribute in the {malleft 
degree to the common caufe in which we are embarked, or to merit the 
attention of fo learned and refpeétable a body, be affured it will afford 
me the fincereft pleafure. ; 

That the prefervation of life and the advancement of fcience may 
ever unite our focieties in the permanent bands of friendfhip” is the ar- 
dent with of, Gentlemen, your obliged and obedient Seryant, 


A. FOTHERGILL, 


DONATIONS 


93 APPENDS 


: DONATIONS received fince June179s: i. 
' ' : . Dollars: 
From Hon. Thomas Ruffell, Efq; for a Cabinet for the 

Books, Papers, &c. belonging to the Humane Society, $5: 
Mr. Thomas Bulkeley, of Lifbon, refident in Bofton, an honorary: 


watt << 


member, ra - : : bs ~ x4 - - 5° 
John Bulkeley; Efq; Merchant in Lifbon, an honorary member, 100 


Dollars 160 
PREMIUMS adjudged by the TRUSTEES. 


1795- ; 
~ June 22. To Robert Rogers, for faving the lives of four Boys 
overfet ina fmall boat where the water was 7 feet deep, 5. 
Aug. 3. To Nathaniel Trench and fon, for faving the lives of 
-Henry Emmes, John Emmes, J. Snelling and William 
Harris, who were overfet from a fmall boat in the 
harbour of Bofton, and would have perifhed, but for 
the faid Trench, &c. - - - g 
Octob. 5: To Bofton Jackfon, a Negro man, for faving the life 
of a young man near Lewis’s wharf, when in 
: .. danger of drowning, - - ce 
Nov. 2, To Henry Powars, for faving the life of a child of 
John Franks from drowning in water 7 feet deep, 
To Francis French, for faving a child of Mr. Francis, 
To Daniel McLane, for faving a child of Mr. Mafon, 
. near Goldfbury’s wharf, on the 14th October laft, 
‘Po Jofeph Coftello, for faving the lives of two child- 
ren, one of Mr. Dwyer, on the 3d of October lait, 
the other of Mr.Green, on the 12th of October lait, 5 
To Mercy Norcrofs, for faving a child of Nathaniel 
Spear, apparently dead when firft taken from 
: the water, ° P - e 
Decem. 5. To John Deluce and Daniel Spear, for their exer- 
tions’in faving the life of a.man who appeared 
deranged in his mind, in danger of being drowned 
-. 1796. at a diftance from the fhore, the tide flowingim,&c, 3 
Feb. 1. Too Patrick Morgan, for bringing on fhore the body 
or a child of Henry Rogers o Springfield, related 
in Mr. Stebbins’s communication, Se 5 


: April 


Dollar: 


oe Se 


* 
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1796. - a DO, 
April 4. To Benja. Howard, for a fignal exertion in faving the 
life of a child of William Minzee at Ruffell’s wharf, 3 
June 6. To Timothy Pike and Jofhua Barrett, for refufcitat- 
ing a perfon of 70 years of age, who had fallen into 
the water in pafling over the caufeway, &c. 
To Ephraim Mann, for faving Jofeph Withington,who 


fell out of his canoe on Dorchefter neck, &c..- --.-- 3 


Dollars, 55 


~ State of the Treafurer’s Account for the Year paft. 
1796. ! - oe ry Doll. Cis: 
June 8. To Premiums paid, - “ ‘ pe Be 
To 1000 dollars’ Maffachufetts 5 pet cent ftock at 16/2. 808 33 
To expences’of mufic & houfe,for the annual Dicourfe, 17-50 
~ ‘Thomas and John Fleets account for printing General 
- Brooks’s Difcourfe, Notifications, &c. - 61 40 
To repairing Hut on Lovei.’sIfland,per S.Adam’s acco. 21 16 
To a Cabinet for: Feeley ef papers,» &c. - 10 
To repairing Hut on CapeCod, per Eph.Harding’s acco. 14 17 
To fupplying feveral Huts with neceilaries, per 'Thomas 
Knox’s .account, : 9 66 
To Stationary, _« Sle “ “ I 50 
‘To.average expence of this Society for mufic and printing 
Dr. Warren’s Eulogy on the late Prefident, as affefled 
per Committee. ‘- - - 40° 
To 545, 15 Maflachufetts 5 per cent flock, at 16/1» 438 38 


Dollars, 1477 10 


4333 Contra Credit. ips oid 


1795. . Doll. Ces. 
” By Balance of laft-year’s account, - “ 538 12 
June ro. By Colleion this day, . o “ 205 75 


4 
July = By Intereft on State Notes, July 39 21 
1796, January 39 21 
) cae oem 78 42 


E By 
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: % Doll. Gis, 
By Intereft on 6 and 3 percents, July 26 94 
: Ofob. 26 94 
1796, January, 26 94 
April 26 53 
2 per cent prin. 28 84 
te | : 136 19 
Dividend in Union Bank, Oaob. 16 56 
1796, April, 18 40° 
. ; 34 96 
Two quarters dividend on Malden Bridge, - 8 25 
Subfcriptions from July 1. 1795 to June 11, 1796, | 283 73 
Donations. Hon. Thomas RuffelforCabinet, ro 
Mr. John Bulkeley of Lifbon, : - 100 
Mr. Thomas Bulkeley, at Bofton, Epa fast. 
. —- 160 
Balance due to the Treafurer, eres 31 68 
x ppd ociee 1477 10 
Property in the Hands of the Trea/urer. 
§ per cent Stock of the United States, - 1413 33 
3 per cent ditto, . - - - 708 83 
Deferred Stock, ditto, - - - 334 58 
Union Bank Stock, . : - 368 
Mailachufetts 5 per cent Stock, . - 2113 71 
—_—L 


| Dollars, 4938 4 
One Share in Malden Bridge. ; i 


The above appears to be the ftate of the Treafurer’s accounts, as audited 
by us the Subjcribers, June 14, 1796. ee 


Joun. Demine, ” 
Wi tiiam Brown, Committee, 


OFFICERS 
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OFFICERS of the Humane Society, chg/en Dec. 1795. 


Hon. Tuomas Russerz, Efq; Prefident. 
‘JonatHan Mason, Efq; Firft Vice Prefident. . 
tome Warren, M. D. Second Vice Prefident. 
Rev. Simeon Howarp, D. D. Treafurer. : 
Rev. Samust Parker, D. D. Correfponding Secretary, 
Joun Avery, Efq; Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Joun Laturop, D.D. 
Rev. Perer Tuacuer, DD, 
Rev. Joun Crarxe, D.D, 
Do&. Toomas WeEtcH, 
Aaron Dexter, M.D. . 
Natuaniet Batcn, Efq; . 5 


Members deceafed fince the laft Publication. 


Hon. Thomas Ruffell, Prefident, Mr. Jofeph Ruffell, 
Mr. Jonathan Freeman, Capt. Ifaac Smith, Malden, 
_ Mr. Algernon Sidney Howard, 


Members admitted fince Fune 1795. - ; 


Rev. Thomas Baldwin, Do&. Nathan Hayward, Plymouth, 
Rev. Jofeph Barker, Middleboro’ Mr. Barnabas Hedge, Plymouth, — 
Doe. Zaccheus Bartlett, Plymouth, Rev. John Thornton Kirkland, 


Truftees. 


Mr. Benjamin Callender, Mr. Caleb Leach, Plymouth, 

Mr. Gardner Leonard Chandler, Rev. John Mellen, Barnftable, 

Mr. William Davis, Plymouth, Mr. Eliphalet Pearfon, Cambridge, 
Rev. Timothy Dickinfon, Holliffon, Mr, Chandler Robbins, Hallowell, 
Mr. Thomas Greene, Mr. Daniel Ruffell, 

Capt. Abraham Hammett, Plymouth, Do&. William Shelden, Springfeld, 
Ebenezer Hancock, Efq; ; Rev. Thomas C. Thacher, Lynn, 
Mr. John Hancock, - Capt. Jofeph Thomas, Plymouth, 


Mr. Benjamin Hatkell, 
Honorary Members. 
John Bulkeley, Efq; Lij/bon, 
Mr. Thomas Bulkeley, Li/bon, 
Anthony Fothergill, M. D. Bath, G. B, 
Mr. Edward Goodwin, Bath, G. B. 
_ William Ruffell, Efq; Philadelphia, 
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Summary of the Method of Treatment to be ufed with Perfons 
~~ apparently dead from drowning. 


Convey the perfon to the:neareft convenient houfe, with his head 
raifed :—Strip and dry him as quick as poffible; clean the mouth and 
noftrils from froth and mud—if a child, let him be placed between two 
perfons naked, in a hot bed—If an adult, lay him on a hot blanket or 
bed, and, in cold weather, near a fire—in warm weather, the air fhould 
be freely admitted into the room:—The body is next to be gently rubbed 
with warm woollen cloths fprinkled with fpirits, if at hand, otherwife 
dry :—A heated warming-pan may be now lightly moved over the back, 
properly covered with a blanket—and the body, if of a child, is to be 
gently fhook every few minutes :—Whilft thefe means are ufing, one 
or two afliftants are to be employed in blowing up tobacco {moke into 
the fundament, with the inftrument provided for the purpofe, or a 
tobacco-pipe, if that cannot be had—the bowl filled with tobacco, and’ ‘ 
properly lighted, being covered with a handkerchief, or piece of linen, 
fo as to defend the mouth of the afliftant' in blowing : Bathe the breait 
with hot rum, and perfift in the ufe of thefe means for feveral hours. 
If no figns of life fhould then appear,-let the body be kept warm feveral. . 
hours longer, with hot bricks, or veflels of hot water, applied to the . 
palms of the hands, and foles of the feet, and this for a longer or 
fhorter time, as the circumftances of the cafe may dictate. 


cP The Truftees of the Humane Society of the Commonwealth 
of Maffachufetts have procured five fets of Tobacco Machines, for the 
recovery of perfons apparently dead, from drowning, fuffocation, &c. 
and have depofited them, for the relief of the unfortunate, in feveral 
parts of the town of Bofton; one with Dr. L. Hayward, in Newbury 
Street—another with Dr. Warren, in South School Street—a third 
with Dr. Dexter, in Milk Street—a fourth with Dr. Town/end, 


and the fifth with the Rev. Dr.Lathrop, North Square. 
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